Fever and limp: thinking outside the box.
Fever and limp is a common presentation in the pediatric emergency department. We describe a case of a 21-month-old female patient with prolonged fever and difficulty bearing weight, ultimately diagnosed with a large intracranial abscess. Intracranial abscesses are a rare cause of limp and an uncommon diagnosis in pediatric patients without underlying congenital heart disease. This case highlights the importance of differentiating the features of limp secondary to pain from limp secondary to weakness, which is particularly difficult in the preschool-aged group. It is imperative for practitioners to consider disease of the central nervous system when evaluating acutely nonambulatory children with fevers.